
 

 

Whyalla Golf Club Incorporated 
P.O. Box 295, Whyalla S.A. 5600  

Telephone : (08) 86459109 
email: whyallagolf@bigpond.com 

ABN : 95 769 034 135 
 

Annual General Meeting 
Tuesday 25th November 2025 at Bowls Clubhouse 

 
 
 

 
Present: Noel Goldsworthy, Stewart Payne, Chris Scanlon, Lyn Wickstein, Nic Shulz, Aaron 
Roberts, Dion Travers, Robyn Phillis, Beverley Shiell, Michele Hart, Mark Bubicich, Steve 
Main, David Tilley,  Darryl Preiss, Rita Jones, Glenda Davies,  Jean Brown, Maree Farr, Val 
Callaghan, Marcia Smith, Diana Slater, Alan Slater, Andy Worden, Ray Curnow, S Custance, 
S Murphy, A Smith, M Ackland, G Rogers, A Cotter, Brian Cotter, Ilona Hansen, Bob Worby, 
Murray Peters, Phyllis Branson, Trevor Callary, Rod Prosser . 
 
Apologies:  Anthoy Manfield, Marton Farr, Colin Dawson 

 
1. Welcome 

 
Noel welcomed those present.   
 
 

2. Previous Minutes 
 
The Minutes of the meeting held on 14 November 2024 were read.  
 
Question concerning membership of Colin Dawson on the Club Management Committee:  
Noel explained that Colin had originally intended to resign from the Management Committee 
in 2023 but had changed his mind and was therefore appointed to a two year term after the 
2023 AGM.    
 
 

3. Chairmans Report 
 
The Chairman read his annual report (Attached for information) 
 
As an addendum to the written report, Noel advised that a new deal had been struck with 
Korda Mentha in regard to water supply. This is similar to the agreement the club had 
previously with GFG.  It has taken since February(10 months) to arrive at this agreement. 
 
A further comment was made concerning grievances, with members urged to seek redress 
through internal means initially, rather than escalating matters to external bodies.  
 
A number of questions arose from the report 
 
What happens to the water agreement with Korda Metha when Noel retires? 
 
The intention is to have a written agreement formalised between the club and the steelworks 
which can then be reviewed and renegotiated as required without necessarily Noel’s hands-
on involvement. 
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How did the current water arrangement evolve? 
 
The Golf Club is a customer of SA water for the purchase of recycled effluent for watering 
fairways and greens.   As the effluent water available exceeds the clubs needs, there was 
seen to be an opportunity to on sell excess to the steelworks for a range of uses, to provide 
cost savings against use of mains water.  The club was able to become an authorised reseller 
enabling on-selling of effluent to the steelworks.  The arrangement is financially advantageous 
to the club in providing a subsidy to offset costs incurred through purchase from SA water.    
 
Why was it necessary to curtail watering of the fairways? 
 
The agreement for the purchase of effluent from the steelworks was not being honoured. 
Accounts for water supplied were significantly in arrears.   Also, the steelworks stopped using 
effluent water.  The club was still paying SA water for usage.  Liabilities for water purchased 
from SA Water were mounting at an unacceptable rate.  As the situation with the steelworks 
was unknown, and many creditors were not being paid, it was considered prudent to 
significantly reduce water usage to curtail mounting costs.   It was estimated that the club may 
have incurred water bills in excess of $200,000 if no action was taken.   As there were other 
significant liabilities such as clubroom fire safety works, estimated at $200,000, inaction could 
have resulted in the club becoming insolvent.  
 
The situation with curtailment of use of recycled effluent was exacerbated by the extremely 
dry period from late 2024 through 2025.  This resulted in loss of fairway grass cover although 
greens surrounds and tees were maintained.  
 
Why was the agreement treated as commercial in confidence. Is an incorporated 
association able to keep matters in-confidence? 
 
The specific details of the water agreement with the steelworks have been negotiated by Noel 
on behalf of the club.   As he is an employee of the steelworks, as well as Chairman of the 
Committee of Management of the club, there is a need to maintain a level of confidentiality as 
an obligation to his employer.   
 
On the question of associations being able to maintain confidential discussions and 
agreements, it was noted that such was a normal occurrence, where legal matters or 
commercial arrangements were concerned.  Every effort has been made to make the relevant 
fundamentals of the agreement public, without betraying confidences and potentially 
jeopardising future arrangements or compromising Noel’s position as an employee.    
 
Is the road into the club a Council maintained road and if so, why don’t they repair it? 
 
The club road is not a public road, but rather a private driveway.  Council is not obliged to 
maintain or repair it.   
 
 

4. Club Treasurer’s Report 
 

 
No financial information was prepared in time for presentation at the meeting, due to change 
over of accounting systems and the illness of Treasurer Jim Barret.  An undertaken was given 
to release financial information with the AGM minutes when this became available.   
 
NB: While this was expected in a few days, there have been further delays.  As of the current 
date 30/12/25, financial information is available and is attached to the minutes for members 
information   
 

5. Election of Officers 
 

The Chairman noted that Colin Dawson, Stewart Payne and Chris Scanlon’s terms had 
expired that that terms of Noel Goldsworthy and Lynn Wickstein had another year to run.   
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The Management Committee therefore has 3 vacancies to fill.  
 
Colin Dawson, Stewart Payne and Chris Scanlon’s were nominated for the vacant positions. 
There being no other nominations, each were duly appointed.  

 
 

6. Nomination of Auditor 
 
Yap Bradford was nominated as club auditor and duly appointed.  
 

7. Life Membership Nominations 
 
John Smith  - Nomination accepted by membership by acclamation 
Bob Clayton – Nomination accepted by membership by acclamation 
Ken Forbister – Nomination accepted by membership by acclamation 

 
  Meeting Closed at  8.15pm 
 
 

 
 
 
 



CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD OF MANAGEMENT 

ANNUAL REPORT 2024-2025 

 

This year has been incredibly challenging to say the least for the Golf and 

Bowls clubs… 

With the issue of the Steelworks/Mines going into Administration in February 

unfortunately the Whyalla Golf Club was left with a very significant debt for 

recycled water supplied to the steelworks which had not been paid when the 

Steelworks fell into administration. 

The Golf Club had paid for all of the recycled water that had flowed into our 

dam but Liberty ultimately defaulted on paying us for their component 

consumed. This was a very significant amount. 

As this was unfolding the Golf Club had no option but to absolutely minimise 

use of water on the course limiting usage primarily to keep the greens, tees 

and Bowls rinks alive and unfortunately the fairways suffered as a 

consequence. 

We could have continued to use recycled water but that would have effectively 

doubled our financial liability which the Board decided was just not the 

appropriate course of action. 

Given the Fairways are Kikuyu we were all of the view that they would quickly 

recover when we had some rain or the issues at the Steelworks were resolved, 

but again unfortunately neither of those occurred and so we effectively lost 

the fairways, and we still had this significant debt to deal with. Whilst the 

fairways have not recovered fully by any means they are now starting to show 

some good signs of recovering. 

During this whole period of uncertainty members of the Board, the Golf and 

Bowls sub committees met with a number of qualified paid and unpaid 

Agronomists who came to Whyalla to look at our collective situations. We took 



that advice on board and did what was suggested but unfortunately it has 

continued to be a massive challenge. 

Whilst all of this was happening, we still had this major financial burden 

hanging over our head. 

Initially the State Governments rescue package did not include local not for 

profit organisations such as us and it looked like we along with another couple 

of organisations would lose what was owed and for us that would have been a 

severe blow to our financial position. 

After some months and many meetings with the Government officials who 

located to Whyalla the Golf Club were recompensed for the outstanding debt. 

Whilst this was a weight off our shoulders the issue with the Steelworks 

Administration still meant that we were unsure of water supply and cost from 

SA Water and what attitude the Steelworks would take with regards to usage 

and future payments. 

This aspect has dragged on for many months but we expect to have some clear 

direction on this matter over coming weeks so we can get on and plan for what 

we do with regards to the course. 

There is a group working on options if we have sufficient water to reseed some 

areas of fairways and or options to limit or even redesign the course somewhat 

in order to conserve water usage.  

A start has been made and members along with the course staff, as members 

would have seen, volunteers and staff have commenced aerating fairways, 

mowing some fairways and clearing the rough and there are positive visual 

signs of better things to come. 

I have recently had approval for supply of substantial amount of free waste 

material from the Steelworks we can use for beautification of paths 

Members will continue to be kept advised with regards to the reestablishment 

of the fairways. 

WE WILL BE LOOKING FOR VOLUNTEERS TO PROVIDE HELP WITH THESE 

IMPROVEMENT PROJECTS. 



 

I would like to move on to other matters now. 

 

The Bowls Club Sub Committee held their AGM earlier this year and 

unfortunately were unable to form a committee which could have potentially 

meant the end of the club as we have known it. 

After a couple of weeks of discussions/meetings constitutional contacts in 

Adelaide it was agreed that the club could continue with certain people taking 

on key roles in order for the club to function. Not ideal but we remain positive 

that people are now very aware of the need for members to support the club if 

it is to survive. Bowls continue to provide valuable revenue to the overall 

financial position of our club. 

Prosser Bowls run by Trudy and Dene Mintern continue to be a lot of fun and a 

prime income earner for the Club… 

Thank you to those who have stepped in to ensure the club does continue to 

function. 

 

On the Golf front obviously the condition of the course is now a major issue 

but without sustainable financial water agreements with both SA Water and 

the Steelworks we will always be under pressure financially. 

As an example if the Golf Club had to fund the watering of the course it would 

add about $150,000pa to our operating costs which the majority would have to 

come from increased fees which obviously is something we are very conscious 

of hence the importance of getting suitable agreements with SA Water and the 

Steelworks administrators that provides ongoing security for us. 

Even when we get to that point any new owner of the Steelworks and the very 

likelihood of a completely reconfigured Steelworks could change again their 

recycled water requirements. 

Further to this we are still in consultation with the Council and now SA 

Government (local member) over the fire fighting requirements and ceiling 



replacement issues. These issues alone could amount to an outlay in excess of 

$150,000. 

As an aside in relation to finances, another example of the need for the Board 

to act prudently is the matter of insurance. This year our premium will be of 

the order of $35,000 which equates to approximately 58 members current 

annual base fees. 

This week we also received notice from Council of their intention to 

significantly increase in our rates for the Golf Course Site by 260% 

Some members may feel they should have been made more aware of these 

situations, but they were and continue to be strictly confidential matters that I 

as Chairman of the club and an employee of Liberty Primary Steel I have had to 

walk a fine line on the water matter in particular. There have been countless 

meetings with Liberty, SA Water and the Government to find a way forward 

that provides a satisfactory outcome for all parties 

On a more positive note we have had some success in applying for some 

smaller grants for some immediate needs including one from Council for the 

new practice fairway mats which included 2 slabs of concrete donated by 

Ewings Transport and Max/CBCH cranes who delivered the slabs and laid them 

as a base for the mats which have proven to be very popular with members 

and have supported our volunteer Junior teaching program capably led by Gray 

Stanton and Nick Schultz and others all who do a great job in promoting Golf. 

We have also received some funding for some course equipment and have 

further applications for Grants to help with our fairway reseeding plans. 

Thanks to Mark Bubicich for his efforts in this area. A lot of time and effort 

goes into applying for Grants and it is disheartening when an application is not 

successful, but we keep trying. 

We also purchased 5 quality second hand carts for members and casual players 

alike and we are actively attempting to find companies to sponsor these which 

do provide a revenue stream for the club. Again, a big thank you to the Ewings 

family for bringing these to Whyalla free of charge in support of our club. 

 



I do need to particularly thank Anthony Stewart who is currently working in 

Whyalla. He is a member and ex Captain of Blackwood Golf Club in Adelaide 

and was also head of their Finance Committee. He has a deep understanding of 

Xero, our new Finance system and has been extremely helpful in assisting Jim 

and Chris in structuring reports that will be far more helpful when analysing all 

aspects of our finances. 

 

So, whilst minutes may not have been posted the vast majority of Board 

matters are strictly confidential in nature, but I can assure members that the 

matters of most importance are discussed either by phone conferences or 

electronically via email or in person. No major decisions are made in isolation 

however the Chairman and Financial Controller in certain circumstances can 

assume the role of an Executive committee if so needed. 

I also want to thank Andrew Higgins and the MFA crew who have used some 

training sessions to help us out of some tricky situations that would otherwise 

have been an expensive exercise to fix. It doesn’t go unnoticed 

A big thank you to  members of all committees, including my fellow Board 

members, you will often be up for criticism, but the Board and the general 

membership are well aware if people don’t step forward then it doesn’t take 

long for clubs to cease to exist so please show respect for those members (all 

volunteers)  who do give of their time and skills to keep the club continuing as 

a viable ongoing concern. 

I generally don’t like singling out people, but i must acknowledge Jerry 

Zukowski’s music choices as well as his outstanding effort working in the shop 

7 days a week and also the other people who work the shop roster. 

 

I would like to also congratulate all competition winners in both sports over 

their respective seasons 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

It is so easy to complain about what we haven’t got 

rather than appreciate what we have got. 

 

 

 

Noel Goldsworthy 

 

 

 

Chairman of the Board of Management 
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